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moral and religious character ran the greatest risk of complete perversion. They implored me to devise some means whereby it might be possible to provide a less dangerous system of education for young men. They stiongly approved of the principle of religious neutiahty on the pait of Government; but they urged that this was surely not inconsistent with devising a system whereby religious and moral tiainmg would not be altogether neglected
This led me to propose the scheme known as " The Ranchi College Scheme " The object of this scheme was to have at Ranchi, which is the most healthy place in the whole of Bengal for Indians belonging to all parts of the Province, a college far away from the temptations inseparable from life in a great city, to provide in that college a thoroughly sound secular education in arts and sciences, and to surround that college by hostels, all of which would be built by private subscription, and supported by fees and scholarships founded by the benevolent.
In these hostels the home life of the student would, as far as possible, be perpetuated under authorities, who would be subject to the supervision of the college authorities, bound to supply not only physical comfort, but also moral education and discipline, and such religious instruction as the parents might desire. Hindus, Muhammadans, Brahmans, and Christians would each have their separate hostel or hostels. In this way Government would not be responsible for providing religious instruction, but would not interfere with it, except in so far as the maintenance of discipline within the college might require
This scheme was cordially supported by private subscriptions raised with great enthusiasm It was accepted by the Government of India and the Secretary of State; but it has not been earned out. The reason alleged for not carrying it out is the want of funds If, however, more funds were necessary, it would have been easy to raise them, for the people felt very strongly the necessity for such an institution. There are men who feel so strongly on the subject of higher education for their sons, being